How to Measure Artwork for a Custom Picture Frame

This condensed cheat sheet covers the essential steps for measuring artwork accurately for custom framing.

1. Prepare Artwork

Lay artwork face-up on a clean, flat surface. Flatten curled edges using clean weights. Determine the top orientation of the artwork.

2. Measure Width and Height




Measure width (left to right) and height (top to bottom). Include borders only if you want them visible. Record dimensions as Width x
Height.

3. Measure Depth (Thickness)

Measure from the front surface to the very back, including stretcher bars, backing board, or protruding hardware.



4. Borders and Mats

If border should show: measure full paper size. If border is to be hidden under a mat: measure only the image area. For pre-matted
pieces: measure the outside size of the mat.

5. Record and Double Check

Record dimensions as Width x Height x Depth. Re-measure to confirm accuracy, especially for originals.

Quick Tips



- Use arigid ruler or metal tape measure.

- Round measurements slightly upward, not downward.

- Verify orientation: portrait (tall) or landscape (wide).

- Label each artwork when measuring multiples.

- When uncertain, take a photo of your artwork next to a ruler.

Common Mistakes

- Measuring an old frame instead of the artwork.

- Forgetting to include depth for canvases or panels.
- Rounding down and causing overly tight fits.

- Switching width and height by accident.



